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HUMANITY 'S LAIR, 





From Douglas Jerrold’s Magazine. 
LOVE HER STILL! 


BY T. WESTWOOD. 
Love her still! 
She hath fallen very low, 
Thou, who knew’st her long ago, 
Little, litule canst thou see 
Of her girlhood’s purity ; 
But, though Sin hath left its trace 
On her once sweet happy face, 
And that innocent maiden brow 
Droopeth in dark shadow now— 
Though life’s glory all hath fled, 
And life’s shame is her’s instead, 
‘ Love her still ! 


Love her! let no harsh, cold word, 
Man, from lips of thine be heard; 
Woman, with no lifted eye 
Mock thou her deep misery— 
Weep ye—tears, give tears alone, 
To our world-forsaken one. 

Love her still! 


Love her! let her feel your love— 
Summer showers that fall above 
Fainting blossoms, leave with them 
Freshened Jeaf and straightened stem; 
Sunshine oft doth give again 
Bloom, the bitter storm hath ta’en; 
And this human love of ours 
By the world’s poor faded flowers, 
Muay be feund as dear a boon 
As God’s blessed rain and sun, 
To restore theil native hue, 
And their native fragrance tro. 

Love her still! 


Gather round her, weep and pray— 

Clasp her, lead her from the way 

She doth journey—tenderly, 

From the wrong and misery, 

To the better paths where Peace 

Waiteth her, with sw2et release 

From life's heart-ache; so once more 

In her breast the hope of yore 

May be lit—that blessed hope, 

‘That with earthly loss doth cope, 

Earthly sin and earthly shame, 

Till all earth is but a name, 

And the reseued Soul is given 

With its treasure unto Heaven. 

Oh! bethiuk ye of the bliss 

That wi!l fill your hearts for this. 

Loving friends, what time ye see 

Shadow after shadow flee 

From her pale, sad face—what time, 

Soaring in a thought sublime, - 

Ye shall know the while ye pray, 

To His angels God doth say, 
Love HER STIL. 


PRISONERS PRIBN Do 


HE WAS WELL WORTH SAVING. 
NUMBER I. 


It was in the month of October, 1820, that 
business culled me to C—, in the county of 
Middlesex. Having a half hour to wait, 
that the person | wished to see might be at 
leisure to attend to me, and observing many 
persons standing about, and going in and out 
of the court-house, I at once supposed, and 
rightly as it proved, that the court of common 
pleas was in session then and there. I en- 
tered. It wassentence-day. Various persons 
of both sexes, of most all ages, and for al- 
most innumerable crimes, were arranged in 
the bar to await their sad doom to be pro- 
nounced upon each and all of them, by a single 
man, and he like all men liableto err,—accord- 
ing as the case appeared to him, iv the hasty 
glance he could allow to each case. Who 
could doubt his liability to err under such 
circumstances? On this occasion many were 
before him to receive their sentence, and by 
him it was done asa _ business matter only. 
Such a seene is one trying to the heart, and 
of deep solemnity. Who can witness such 
and not feel deeply sad? Who can imagine 
what misfortune or what temptation led some 
to be in this unfortunate situation? Who can 
stand up and say, had I been tempted as they 
were, I should not have fallen? What father 
or mother can listen to the cry of their little 
ones for bread—t Mamma, do give me a little 
piece of bread,’ and not be tempted? And 
still they should not steal, it is far better to 
trust in God, for He says, ‘Thou shalt not 
steal.’ Oh, charity 1s good, charity, sweet 
lovely charity! it is pure dew from heaven. 
We will not defend crime, but we can have 
charity for the unfortunate, for we have not 
been tempted as they have. 
Two were sentenced, and then the clerk 
took from his file another indictment, and 
looking on the back of it, read, ‘Richard H. 
Bennett, please tostand up.’ At this request, 
of the clerk, a pale, thin, sickly, femenine 
looking young man, apparently 17 years old, 
arose in the bar. His eyes were sunken and 
his look told all who saw him that he need- 
eda mother’s kind attention rather than a 
home in prison. My heart was touched and 
almost bled for him; there was something in 
his countenanee so good, amiable and cenfi- 
ding, that I at once felt for him, and then and 
there resolved to seek him out and know 
more of him, and try to save him. I looked 
at the Judge, and asked myself these questions : 
Has his honor taken a fair view of this case? 
Has he brought it home to his own bosom? 
Will he order him such punishn.ent as he 
would think proper and suilicient were this 
his own son, and another Judge should pro- 
nounce the sentence? Has he examined the 
ease with all the care he would expect for his 
own son placed in like circumstances? And 
yet, why not? This lad has a father and a 
mother who love him as dearly, as tenderly, 
and hoped as much from him as could the 
Judge from his own dear son. But, to return 
to the clerk. ‘Richard H. Bennett, what 
have you to say in atrest of judgment, or mit- 
igation of sentence, which the court is about 
t®pronounce upon you?’ The lad, ina low, 
trembling, mild \ vice, answered, ‘Ouly what 
I said at my trial, that my prosecutors owed 
me money for hard labor, and would not pay 
me; they knew not my pinching wants, nor 
would they listen to them. I! suffered for 
food till | could ao longer endure it, and then 
it was I entered the open window at the back 
ef their shop and took the boots, which I sold 
for one dollar less than they owed me.’ 
‘ But at the trial,’ said the Judge ‘ you used 
hard words towards the gentleman from whom 


you took the boots, you ealfed him a liar and 
a scoundrel, and yet from his appearance I 
should think him neither. Had you been 
more penitent I should have felt quite dif- 
ferently toward you from what I now do.’ 
During these remarks the young prisoner 
stood erect, his eyes drooping and his frame 
shook with evident excitement. (Do not for- 
get, dear reader, that he was an invalid.) 
When the Judge closed his remarks, the lad 
said, ‘ What I then said I now repeat, he is a 
liar and a scoundrel, your honor knows it, 
but Iam poor and he is rieh.’ This, poor 
Richard, fixed your doom. The Judge 
reached forward and took the sentence just 
before written, and in a moment with trem- 
bling hand, caused by a little temper, he 
scratched out the words, ‘3 M, C G,’ (three 
months common jail.) and placed in lieu, ‘ 6 
D S. and afterwards 8Y HLS P.’( Six days 
solitary, and afterwards three years hard labor 
in the State Prison;) ‘ and this sentence to be 
executed upon you within the precincts of the 
State Prison in Charlestown.’ It melted the 
hearts of all, when this dreadful sentence was 
pronounced, and even the clerk hesitated and 
dropped a tear, when he mad it. Poor boy, 
he was so injured and felt it sc deeply to be 
so, that he heard his doom without flinching; 
he looked at the judge and said, ‘For this I 
will have my revenge.’ But after he reached 
his cell in the jail, his heart swelled, and he 
wept as if his poor heart would break. Poor 
boy, it was a fatal error to impeach the judge 
and tell him vou were poor and he rich, and 
his honor knew it—poor lad, you had a right 
to expect that one would bear a little from 
you, when placed in so trying a situation, but 
you were mistaken. 





Jesus and the Adulteress. 
DorcHeESTER, Jan. 1, 1847. 


To the Editors of the Prisaner’s Friend: 


Sirs:—You will allow mg to make a few 
remarks on the article entitled ‘Jesus and the 
Adulteress,’ in your paper of Dec. 30th, 1846. 
This article, I suppose, was written by one 
of the Editors. With the general spirit of 
the article [am much pleased. It is full ofsym- 
pathy for the criminal; and it is written in the 
advocacy of a good and noble cause. The gen- 
eral subject, ‘ Treatment of the Criminal,’ un- 
der which this particular subject, ‘ Jesus and 
the Adulteress’ falls, is one of great and in- 
creasing importance. Society will not rid her- 
self of crime, until she knows how to treat and 
reform the criminal. She will never treat the 
criminal right, and she will never reform him, 
so longas she treats him vindictively. I am 
glad that this subject holds so prominent a 
place in your paper. 

But I must be permitted to dissent from 
some of the positions taken in the article re- 
ferred to. You there say, ‘The future condi- 
tion of every criminal now hangs upon the 
verdict. ‘The whole cede of Moses is now to 
be established or abolished. ‘The death punish- 
ment 1s now to be perpetuated or forever re- 
pealed.’ Now, it seems to me that you lay quite 
too much stress upon this decision, Yau rargu- 
ment is based upon a wrong interpretation of 
the passage. Ifthis were the only passage from 
which we could obtain the opinion of Jesus 
with regard to the death penalty, we should 
be left entirely in the dark on the subject. 
You found your arguments too much on parti- 
cular passages of seripture, as though some 
particular assertion of Moses or Jesus decided 
forever the great questions of human life, and 
human society. Their opinion, where we are 
sure that we have it, on these questions, 
is of great importance. But these questions 
are to be decided by us as well as by them; 
and by us with the assistance we obtain from 
them. We obtain their opinions on these 








‘ 


questions, not by analyzing and eriticising a 
particular text and resting there, but by taking 
the general spirit of all their teaching, so far 
as that teaching has been handed down to us, 
in written records or in any other authentic 
.form. The general spirit of Christ’s teaching, ! 
believe to be absolutely opposed to the death 
penalty. It is absolutely opposed to any vin- 
dictive punishment. It is calculated to re- 
claim the criminal; to win him over to good- 
ness; not to harden himin guilt and then crush 
him out of existence. This spirit we know to 
be true, because in our better moments, it 
meets a response in our own souls. In these 
moments, ‘the sermon on the mount’ needs 
nological, mathematical, or historical proof 
to obtain our assent. We do not believe, we 
feel; we do not reason, we know; or rather 
for the time being, this spirit is all. The 
Christ, the annointed, the divine, is repro- 
duced in us. Christ is in us, and we in him. 
But to return to the decision on which you 
base the abolition of the death punishment. 


In the first place, the passage in which this 
‘decision,’ as you term it, is given, is of very 
doubtful authenticity. Kuinoel has devo- 
ted some twenty and more octave pages to 
this question. He has mentioned the names 
of some fifteen to twenty of the most distin- 
guished Biblical critics on each side of the 








question, and has given an abstract of their 
arguments for and against. Kuinoel, howev- 
er, after summing up the arguments on both 
sides, gives his opinion in favor of the genu- 
ineness and authenticity of the passage. I am 
willing to receive the passage as a part of 
John’s gospel. There is nothing in it certainly 
that opposes the abolition of the death penalty, 
though there is nothing in it, which, of itself, 
disconnected from other parts of the gospel 
hivtory, favere it. Dut the very fact that the 
passage is of doubtful authenticity, that there 
are about as many arguments in favor of its 
not being a part of John’s gospel, as there are 
of its being a part, shows that a great ques- 
tion of human society, a question involving 
the sacredness of human life, and the right 
and necessity of taking it in certain cases, as 
the penalty for crime, ought not to be decided 
by this passage solely or principally. So far 
as it gives a knowledge of the feelings of Je- 
sus towards the criminal, and of the mode in 
which he would have him treated, so far it is 
valuable to us in helping us decide the ques- 
tion. 

In the second place, supposing the passage 
to be genuine and authentic, the interpretation 
you give to it, is, in my opinion not the true 
one. In all criticism of ancient documents, 
the object to be aimed at, is, to ascertain pri- 
marily the essential idea intended to be con- 
veyed, If the document presents human be- 
ings in action, we are to form as distinct a 
picture as we can of the scene described, and 
ascertain as far as psssible, the motives, the 
feeling, the spirit, which animates it. The 
document, if it is of any value, will present, 
either of itself or in connection with others, 
some leading, prominent Idea. This is to be 
taken as the true one. ‘There will, of course, 
be many collateral circumstances which it 
may be desirable, and which it may be some- 
times easy, to ascertain. At other times, 
these circumstances are left altogether in the 
dark. 
it is a question of some interest to know what 
it was that Jesus wrote on the ground; wheth- 
er he wrote significant words which the wo- 
man and hee accusers could read and under- 
stand, or whether he merely made marks hav- 
ing no meaning, in order to take time to re- 
flect on the question proposed to him, or to 
give them a hint that their question was an 
impertinent one, and that he did not wish to 
Some suppose that he was tak- 


In the passage before us, for example, 


attend to it. 





ing down the names of the accusers and at- 


they were guilty; others that it was a hint to 
them to retire, and not trouble him with their 
impertinent question; others, that he was 
merely*taking time for reflection. The last 
supposition is the most probable. But it is 
not certain; and it is not at all essential to 


that this question should be satisfactorily an- 
swered. The prominent idea conveyed by 
the passage, is, that Jesus refused to take upan 
himself any formal, technical judicial authori- 
ty in the case, The scene whether rea) or got up 
for the occasion, was evidently presented to 
him asasnare. The Jews wished to entrap 
him into some act by which they could con- 
vict him of acting officially where he had no 
legal authority to act. They wished to make 
him assume the character of judge; and then, 





of violating either the Jewish or the Roman 
law. He avoided the trap that was set for him. 
He went behind and above both the Jewish 
and Roman law. He sent his piercing glance 
into the consciences of the crowd around him. 
We need not suppose that all who were pres- 
ent had been guilty of adultery, though the 
morals of the people were exceedingly cor- 
rupt. Jesus speaks particularly to the wit- 
nesses whose business it was to cast -the first 
stone at the condemned culprit. He speaks 
to them too of the particular crime of which 
they were witnesses against the woman. This 
was too much even for them, hardened asthey 
were. Conscience assumes her authority, and 
the injustice of accusing others of the very 
crimes of which they themselves are guilty, is 
more than they can bear. They Teave the 
temple, self-condemned and abashed. 

‘ Woman, where are those thine accusers? 
Hath no man condemned thee?’ that is, hath 
no one whose official duty it is to pass this 
sentence of the law, condemned thee? ‘ Neith- 
er do I condemn thee.’ Neither do I assume 
to act as judge on this occasion. ‘Go, and 
sin no more.’ I do not act as judge; I do not 
pass upon thee officially the sentence of the 
law. Ido not however acquit thee of guilt. 
My office is not to sit as judge and execute the 
law written on parchment or on stones, but to 
appeal to the higher law written on the heart. 
Icame to save, not to destroy. I came to 
wake into action the good that is in the soul, 
however overloaded it may be by sin. Ifthou 
art guilty of the particular crime that is al- 
leged against thee, thou knowest. I say to 
thee ‘ go,’ but go not to continue in sin; ‘go 
and sin no more.’ If thou hast violated the 
written law, thou hast violated also a law 
higher than that which is written. Let 
thine own conscience bo thy judge; and let it 
lead thee in future to be at one with thyself, 
to be true and pure; to live as Jehovah re-. 
quires thee to live, a pure and holy life. ‘ Go,, 
and sin no more.’ 

This, I conceive to be the simple and nat- 
ural interpretation of the passage. It does 
not of itself touch the question of the death 
penalty at all. The interpretation which you 
give is not even alluded to by the thirty or 
forty critics, to whom. Kuinoel refers. The 
one I have given is essentially the ene given 
by Kuineol himself. I have somewhat ampli- 
fied it in order to make it clear and intelligible. 
The prominent idea, I believe, cannot be mis- 
taken. Jesus avoided the trap that was set 
for him by his enemies. He refused to as- 
same official authorily, where the laws did not 
give it tohim. This is the prominent idea. 
The question whether Jesus was or was aot 
in favor of abolishing the death penalty, must 
be decided not by this passage alone, but from 
the general spirit of his teaching, according 
as that spirit can be ascertained from the frag- 











taching to them the various crimes of which 


the generdl understanding of the’ passage, 


whatever decision he might give, accuse him | 
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advocate, hand and heart. But some of the 
argumenfs which you advance in support of 
that cause, I cannot admit to be valid. ‘These I 
wish to be removed, and others stibstituted in 
their place. If my view of the subject is in- 
correct, I am willing to be convinced of its in- 
correctness. All l wish for is a true cause, 
and true modes of supporting it. Though your 
teaching. There is a great difference, how-| arguments are not all valid, many of them are; 
ever, between drawing ftom this passage an’ and the eause may be safe with them. But it 
incidental, collateral, secondary argument in) js desirable that all of them be valid. It is 
favor of abolishing the death penalty, and desirable that they be such that no person, let 
making the whole strength of the argument! him cayil ever so much, shall be able to find 
‘rest upon it. The former is right, the latter in them a flaw ora weakness. ‘The desire to 
is an error: ; remove what appears to me tu be a great er- 
But, my friends, there are other sources! ror in your mode of treating the subjeet, must 
than Biblical criticism to be resorted to for) be my apology for this long communication. 
the ore of this 5 iat question. thes I design it for the readers of the Prisoner’s 
opinions and practices of the past are valua-| Priond, as well as for yourselves.’ Ido not 
ple to us, in enabling us to cometo'aright de-| (now that any one will Pa the trouble to read 
cision. But these or and practices are’ jt or that it will have any weight with them 
not always to be our guides for the arocced if they do. It is enough for me that I have 
and future. They ret be sometimes warn-' thrown in my mite to remove an error, and 
ings of the dangers which the past has gone thus, it seems to me, to advance the cause of 
through, I wish to see this question taken erutt. INCREASE 8. SMITH. 
up independently of what this or that lawgiver 
has said, and argued on its own merits. Is 
human life sacred or not? Has society a right, 
and if she has, where and how does she ob- 
tain it, to take human life. as a penalty for 
crime? Is.there any necessity of resorting to 
this penalty, for the safety of society? What 
other penalty shall take its place? These 
questions and various others have already 
been practically discussed in your*paper. I| by way of manifesting our disrespect for the 
_ wieh to see them still further discussed. I be-| gallows, and sympathies for the prisoner, and 
lieve that society has no right to. take life as a, are laboring also, to extend abroad the spirit 
penalty. 1 believe that there is no naive of humanity, and interest others in a work 
forit,. I, believe: that the penalty of death | which calls so loudly for the aid of every 
creates more evil than it cures, I believe there | lover of the human race. 
are other penalties equally safe, and not at- T lectured last Sabbath evening, upon the 
tended with the insuperable objections which subject of the death penalty, and shall, prov- 
3 “ caren - lam eter a dence permitting, lecture next Sabbath eve- 
spirit o ristianity to be opposed to it. €-| ning upon the same. The people seem to be 
lieve that Jesus saw, and thought, and lived, | writtiie to hear; even the Orthodox, many of 
the great law of love to. God and alimankind.' them, came in, but the larger number are for 
I believe this law is binding onus, not because choking, as is the characteristic of that class 
Christ states it to us in any one specific pro-| of religionists. But publie sentiment is awake, 
position, or more than one: but because it is, the spirit of moral reform is ahroad in the 
nature’s:highest: law. I believe this law is, land. No one, who is capable of discern- 
coming gradually,—oh! how gradually !—to be | ment, will pretend to deny that the public 
better understood, 1 believe that just so far| mind is powerfully agitated, and that an in- 
as this law is understood, or in other words,! fluence is being exerted, which bears heavily 
just so far as the spirit of Christianity per-) upon public sentiment, and ere long, that sen- 
vades society, and regulates its practices, just timent will become so changed and moulded, 
so far will severe penalties for crimes be re-| by the exercise of the true sympathies of hu- 
moved, and. crimes themselves cease to be| manity, and the dictates of reason, as to 
committed, I believe you are engaged in ad- | require no more forever, the practice of those 
vocating agood cause. I do not wish by the barbarities which have so long disgraced our 
remarks I have made*to throw obstacles in; country and Christianity. 
your way, but rather to aid you in your work. 
Error, however slight it may be, is never to 
be received with indifference. A false arg 
gument. may, perhaps fora time, aid a gi 
cause, but it can never be relied upon; it al- 
ways fails in the end; and the work must be 
done over again, Error with regard to the 
claims.and interpretation of ancient written 
documents is the principal support of the gal- 
lows at.the present time. It is not upheld 
by a strong, all-pervading. conviction in socie- 
ty that it is right, that it is necessary, that. the 
safety of society requires it; that it is the true 
means of reform; but from an-erroneous sup- 
position that some ancient written documents 
purporting to contain the commands of Jeho- 
vah, require it, It is not here as in mathe- 
matics where one error may balanee and elim- 
nate another. Here both errors stand, and do 
their evil work. The gallows is not to be 
supported by the pretended specific commands | 
of God, in the Old Testament; nor is it to be | 





mentary records of him, that have come down 
tous. I deem it, therefore, an error to make 
this great question of modern tithes to hang, 
so entirely as you do, on this pasaage of the 
New ‘Testament. ‘This passage does not 
oppose the prostration of the gallows; it inci- 
dentally fayors it, when it is taken in connex- 
jon with the other records of his life and 











Letter from Rev. H. H. Baker. 
Essex, Jan. 6, 1847. 
Brs. Spear: I send you the names of John 
F, Burnham, of Essex, and Jonathan Rich- 
ardson, of Gloucester, Mass., as subseribers 
for the next volume of the ‘ Prisoner’s Friend.’ 


‘ 


We are trying to do something in this town 





| 
| 





I would not be understood as acting in 
violation of the laws of our land, or laboring 
to prevent the execution of those penalties 
‘which they require; but I would endeavor to 
mingle what little influence I possess, with 
that of others, in hastening that perioil when 
no laws shall exist but those which are merci* 
ful, and consequently no punishmant inflicted 
but that which tends to the well-being and 
reformation of the criminal. ‘This, I believe 
to be the positiou of all who intelligently la- 
bor for the abrogation of the death-penaly ; 
cousequently, I believe that the Rev. Mr. 
Taylor of Manchester, (Mass.) was grossly 
mistaken when he stated in a public lecture, 
which he delivered last fast day, in this town, 
in favor of hanging, ‘that those who were 
opposed to the gallows, were against human 
government.’ His language was, as nearly 
as I can recollect, (for I took no notes,) 
‘ There are those who believe that every body 
: : will be crowded into heaven together, let their 
prostrated by any false interpretation of the , ‘ 

‘ : | character be what it may, hence they are 
New Testament. It is only truth that is per-| ; “ 
: : | labering not only to overturn the government 
manently safe in any thing. All reforms, to —, ne 
: : of God, but that which is human.’ Ido not 
be permanent, muat have truth for their basis; ; : 
. : say that [ have given the precise language of 
and all arguments used in their advocacy, to aa . , 
Mr. Taylor, but the sentiment is the same 
be permanent and unagswerable, must also , e! 
. . ’ which he advanced. Now the reverend gen- 
have truth for their basis. Your view of , . 
s ; tleman was not only laboring undera false 
ithe subject is not sufficiently broad. It hangs! , on, but h 6 'the ‘a sehtedt 
s P : short-sighted- 
.one of the greatest reforms of modern times les ba otha pe i short-sig a 
upon nothing. Your argument admits the er-| 2° of his mental vision, and that he was ‘in 
ror of your opponent as a truth, and then en-| Possession of no small degree of prejudice, 
which caused the eye of the inner man to be- 


come a little squint. Had he reflected for 
one moment, he would have seen that it is the 

















deavors to offset it by another error. 

Your argument reduced to its simplest form | 
amounts, to this: the death penalty is specifi- 
cally commanded in the Old Testament by Je- 
hovah himself, and specifically abrogated by 
the same power in the New ‘Testament. Je- 
hovah does specifically abrogate it in the pas- 
sage under consideration; therefore it is to be 
Now,to my mind, this 
It has an 


God, upon which the class of people referred 
to, depend. ‘The language of the Almighty 
in saying, ‘My counsels shall stand, and I 
will do all my pleasure,’ would seem to forbid 


eee a desire, much less an atten to ‘overthrow 
no longer inflicted. 1 paedge = 


argument s very unsatisfactory. 
error for its base, an error for its superstruc | Whe “dick in Hi . P F 
: : | possible ange in is Wise dispensations. 
ture. Itadmits what is not true of the Old +" loet! S ‘I Kr eta 
. - . e doeth o e 
Testament, and it asserts what is not true of ah hove. tad int hi bh? r 
eavens above, and in the earth beneath. 
the New Testament. It leaves the great eagse| oy tion to | . 7 a 7 
i ich wv as ‘ relation to human government, itt is not In our 
” which you are engaged, hanging upon noth —s : 
ing, 
I repeat, I have not made these strictures for 


His government.’ 
man or all men combined, to effect the least 


his will in the armies 


power even to destroy that, were we so dis- 
posed; we only wish, if possible, to improve 


perfect rule and immutable government of 


It is notin the power of 





| moral progression, to the cultivation of our 
mental faculties, and thereby be enabled to 
exert an influence upon community which 
shall comport with the spirit of Ajm “who 
‘came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them.’ 


forcibly to the jury as their bench, the Judge 
in his seat, and the sheriff in his capacity, as 
to auy human being. Let all hear the voice 
of the Great Teacher as he speaks in the 
second and better covenant, and although 
there are those who still con the old law of 
blood fur blood, and an eye for an eye, Yet 
we may take courage from the past and the 
signs of the present and go forward, reason- 
ably hoping for a glorious future. 

Yours truly, H. H. BAKER. 














PRISONDRS WRIDND.> 


‘1 SHALL ASK FOR THE ALOLITION OF THE PENALTY OF 
DEATH UNTIL I HAVE THE INFALLIRILITY OF HUMAN JUDG- 
MENT DEMONSTRATHD TO ME.’—-Lafavette. 


BOSTON: 
WEDNESDAY. JANUARY 20, 1847. 














ANNIVERSARY OF MASSACHUSETTS 80- 
CIETY FOR THE ABOLITION OF 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

The friends of the Anti-Capital Punishment 
Reform must remember that the anniversary 
of the above Society will take place on 
TUESDAY, 26th of January instant, at 
10 o’clock, at Washingtonian Hall, Brom- 
field-st. It is expected that there will 
be a very interesting time. We _ hope 
to have a meeting that will influence the 
coming session of our Legislature to abolish en- 
tirely the death-penalty. The meeting will 
be held, probably, for one day and evening. 
Wendell Phillips, Walter Channing, W. 
H. Channing, E, K. Whitaker, Hon. Robert 
Rantoul, jr., and several other gentlemen are 
expected to addressthe meeting, 


Medford. 


We lectured in this town on Sabbath before 
last, in the Unitarian church, by the invitation 
of Rev. Caleb Stetson, and also in the Uni- 
vcrsalist Church in the evening, whieh was 
freely opened to us, for which we thank the 
committee and the pastor most sincerely.— 
Mr. Stetson delivered a very appropriate 
introductory discouf#e on Human Progress, 
from Rom. viii, 19. ‘ For the earnest expec- 
tation of the creature waiteth for the manifes- 
tation of the sons of God.’ Mr. Stetson met 
the various objections to the reforms in a 
very happy manner, He did not hesitate to 
speak out on all the various moral Topics 
that now agitate the community. We could 
not help wishing that every pulpit was as 
faithful to its work. On the subject of the 
treatment of discharged convicts he was 
deeply interested. In the evening he ad- 
dressed the meeting in company with Rev. 
Dr. Ballou, in a very able manner, The 
Universatist ehoir performed the ‘Song of 
the Convict,’ after only afew hours notice, 
with great effect. Tt will be reecollected that 
we published this song in our first number; 
in a few days it will be issued in a sheet form. 
It is a great novelty; the music and words 
having been composed by two brothers, now 
in the Charlestown State Prison. We thank 
the singers most sincerely for their help on 
the oreasion. We believe but few choirs 
could have done so well at so short a notice. 
We spent the three following days in going 
frem house to house conversing on the sub- 
ject. We found a great deal of interest man- 
ifested, especially among the ladies. Sev- 








donations to aid in the cause, and about twenty 
subscribers were added to our list. We have 
about 50 in this town. We feel to express 
ourselves strongly with regard to Medford. 
Every individual whom we approached treat- 
ed us kindly, and ail seemed ready to do what 
they could consistently. To Mr. Stetson we 
return our warmest thanks for the use of his 
church This makes the sixth Unitarian 
church in which we have spoken at the regular 
hour of service in the afternoon. Who will 
oper the next pulpit?—c. g¢. 





Labors in Essex, 

Last Saturday week I left home for the town 
of Essex, intending to spend the Sunday 
there with ‘my friend, the Rev. H. H. Baker, 
who had given one lecture against Capital 
Punishment, and who intended to give another 
on the same subject. I was kindly weleomed 
to his hospitable dwelling, and occupied his 
pulpit on the following morning and after- 
noon. Inthe evening, he gave a good lecture 
against the Death Penalty. On Monday and 
Tuesday I called on several humane friends to 
I found 


Petitions 


aid us in our labors for the prisoner. 
a willing heart and an open hand. 








it, believing that it is not yet perfect, an ay 
the purpose of throwing obstacles. in your} |’ cs ats pretep 


way. T am with you in the cause which you 





have the management of it. But we hold to 


never be, from the fact that imperfect creatur | 





were circulated fer the abolition of Capital 
Punishment, awd in behalf of Thompson. 
| God be praised for Fssex friends.—s. ™. s. 


‘Thou shalt pot kill,’ is as directly and as' 4g 


PRISONER’S FRIEND. 











Prisoner’s Frienp. This is the title of 
a small weekly periodical, published in Bos- 
‘ton, Mass., by Charles and John M. Spear, 
;at $1 50 per annum. It is devoted to the 
, abolition ef capital punistiment and the in- 
provement of prison discipline. : 

It appears to be one ebject of the paper to 
excite sympathy for the imprisoned. Now, 
oes not sympathy towards a guilty criminal 
tend to the cneomanmens of crime? Many 
become so depraved and so hardened 
jim iniquity, and noreover so inured to hard- 
| ship, that when they find themselves outcasts 
from society, they ly perpetrate a crime, 
'first for the purpose of some gain which they 
expect from it, and afterwards for the purpose 
jof getting a place of abode—the prison.— 


mad en persons come to this stage of depravity, 


what course of moral discipline is used for 
their reformatien? There is no doubt but 
that symyathy for those imprisoned for crime 
will in many instances have a tendency to its 
encouragement. What then is to be done? 
That there has been much unjust punish- 
ment practised, is not to be denied. But 
have not still greater evils resulted from un- 
punished crime? If so, mitigation of punish- 
ment mnst have no good pon meng es 

{<> The above sentiments of my assistant, 
‘*,.? are not my sentiments. They, and the 
interrogatories are given that the editors of the 
‘ Prisoner’s Friend’ may give their views on 
the subject. 


The above is taken from the ‘ Village Reg- 
ister,’ published in Salem, Ohio. The wri- 
ter has only brgught forward the old objection; 
he imagines that sympathy toward the guilty 
will increase crime. He mistakes entirely 
our views; we believe in the doctrine of pun- 
ishment, though not of a revengeful characte: 
All we mean by sympathy for the criminal is to 
adopt such measures as shall lead to bis re- 
formation. We are surprised at the cry of 
too much sympathy for the prisoner. Look 





eral persons kindly presented us with some| 


at our prisoms, See how severefure the pun- 
ishments, how little is done for the emenda- 
tion of the prisoner. It is the boast of many 
of the States that they actually make so much 
money by the convicts. The products of the 
Ohio Penitentiary for last year were $44,000. 
Expenditures $27,000. But we have not time 
to go into this matter at present. Before 
us lie some interesting facts respecting the 
new Pope, which show at once the result of 
kindness: 

In June, the criminal’cases amounted to 5000 


Ie July, « “ 239 

In August, “ “ 230 

In Sept., * a 200 

In October, ‘* 6 112 
‘ c. $s 





A Donation in the Dark. 


Returning home with my eoinpanion from 
an anti-slavery meeting held in this city, last 
Thursday evening, | was met by a gentleman 
in Washington-street, who said, ‘ Is this bro- 
ther Spear?? ‘ Yes, that is my name.’ ‘ Here 
is something fur the Prisoner’s Friend,’ said 
he, slipping a piece of coin into my hand. 
* What is the name of the donor? I inquired. 
‘ No matter,’ he replied, as he passed hastily 
on, 

Judging from the size of the coin that it 
was a quarter, or at most a half of a dollar, 
I thought no more of the matter until some 
time after I had returned home. Judge of my 
surprise, kind reader, when on examining my 
pocket I found there a gold eagle, (ten dol- 
lars!) I should be glud to know the name of 
the generous donor. Perhaps, however, I 
nevershall. It was so dark that I was unable 
to recognize his countenance.. Thinking that 
he may see this number of the Prisoner’s 
Friend, I take this method of expressing my 
gratitude to him. I hope it will not be ex- 
pressed merely in words, but also in deeds. 
I remember with the deepest impressions, that 
after having been sick several months in the 
bosom of the kindest family I ever kuew, I at- 
tempted on leaving for home to find words to 
express my gratitude. Discovering what I 
was endeavoring to do, they said, ‘Let us 
know, bro. Spear, that yon are grateful by 
your lxbors for the race.’ God helping me, 
they shall know it. So do we hope to express 
our gratitude to the unknown friend who pre- 
sented the golden eagle in tho dark.—s, M. s. 





Price of the Prisoner’s Friend, 


Among the objections to the increased price 
of our paper is that the sum is so difficult to 
send by mail. There are several ways of 
meeting this difficulty. Two subscribers may 
combine and send $8,00, or the money may be 
handed to the Postmaster, receiving from him 
a receipt as follows: 

Post-Orricer, (Town,) (State,) } 
(Month, ) (Date, ) 184. 
Received of (A. B.) dollars cents for 
| his subscription to the Prisoner’s Friend, payable to 
the Publisher by the Post Master of Boston, Mass., 
on presentation of this Receipt, duly endorsed. 
C. D., 
Post Master. 
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ProriraBLE Prison. The products of labor 
| in the Ohio penitentiary, during the year ending on 
the 30th ult., were about forty-four thousand dol- 
ilars, The expenditures during the same period 
were $27,000—leaving a balance in favor of the 


j Institution ef $17,000, 
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The Governor’s Message. 


We present below some extracts from the 
annual Message of the Governor of Massa- 
chusetts which relate to subjects in which the 
readers of the Prisoner’s Friend are more es- 
pecially interested. 

The Governor speaks, in the following 
extract, in the highest terms of the present 
condition of our State Prison, and of the ex- 
cellent Warden, Mr. Robinson :— 


From the reports of the officers, and from 
personal inspection, I am satisfied that the af- 
fairs of the State Prison at Charlestown were 
never in a better condition than at the present 
time. The earnings for the last year full 
about five hundred dollars short of the ex- 
penses; but this is owing to causes that do not 
reflect the least discredit upon its economical 
management. Only seven convicts were re- 
leased by pardon duting the year; yet, at its 
close,.there were fewer inmates than there 
have been at any period for twenty years past. 
With the exception of two years, 1820 and 
1831, a smaller number were received than 
in any year since 1812. From December, 
1844, to the close of the last year, there were 
in the prison 430 different persons, and but 
one death occurred. Within the last four 
years no convict has been released on account 
of ill health. The convenient arrangement 
and order of the shops, the neatness which 
pervades every part of the establishment, the 
quiet and healthy appearance of the prison- 
ers, the very few instances in which personal 
discipline has been necessary, the general and 
respectful observance of the rules of the pris- 
on, the increasing desire of the prisoners to 
obtain and read the books from the library, all 
bear testimony in favor of the competent and 
faithful Warden, and the other officers who 
have cheerfully co-operated with him in ex- 
ecuting the important duties of their stations, 
The benefits of a mild and humane treatment 
towards the unfortunate offenders against the 
laws of society, are more and more manifest. 
The credit of this experiment, in our prison, 
belongs to the present Warden, ‘Thus far it 
has been successful. 

Whatever difference of opinion may exist 
among those who are, with ability and zeal,the- 
oretically discussing the comparative merits 
of the social and solitary systems of prison dis- 
cipline, for the accomplishment of all the ob- 
jects sought to be attained by the penitentiary 
mode of punishment, the present condition of 
the Massachusetts State Prison must place it 
very high among similar institutions in this 
and in other countries. 


THE LUNATIC ASYLUM, 


Since the adjournment of the last Legisla- 
ture, Dr. Woodward, the Superintendent of 
the State Lunatic Asylum at Worcester, who 
took charge of the institution at the com- 
mencement of its operations, has retired from 
that trust, and been succeeded by Dr, Chand- 
ler, who, several years ago, was an Assistant 
Superintendent. 

The institution, as ¢onducted by Dr. Woed- 
werd, under the general charge of its 
Trustees, has done great credit to the Super- 
intendent, to the Commonwelth as its patron, 
and rendered a most important service to the 
cause of humanity. Though in thirteen years 
of hard labor in that noble Hospital, he may 
have impaired a fine constitution, by that la- 
bor he has erected for himself a monument 
more durable than marble. Hundreds of 
men and women, ‘in whose disordered brain 
reason had lost her way,’ who have been re- 
stored to health and sanity through his instu- 
mentality, will, with their friends, remember 
him with gratitude. ‘The friends of suffering 
humanity will every where honor his memory. 
The institution itself, whose character he so 
essentially helped to build up, will shed its 
light over the path of future generations, 
when those whose philanthropic hearts orig- 
inated and set it in motion, shall have passed 
away. 

There are now at the Hospital more than 
three hundred and sixty patients. Its condi- 
tion is as prosperous as at any former period, 
and promises,-under the management of the 
present Superintendent, to maintain the high 
character which it acquired under its prede- 
cessor. 

THE DEAF, DUMB AND BLIND. 


For several years past, about thirteen thou- 
sand dollars have been annually appropriated 
for the use of the Indigent Deaf and Dumb 
and Blind of the Commonwealth. 

There are now, in the American Asylum of 
the Deaf and Dumb at Hartford, in the State 
of Connecticut, fifty-nine, and in the Massa- 
chusetts Asylum for the Blind at South Bos- 
ton, forty-three, beneficiaries of the State 
reaping the benefit of those appropriations. 
These are among the noblest charities of mod- 
ern times. In those liberal provisions which 
successive Legislatures have made for those 
solitary children, who, from organie obstruc- 
tions, as well as from pecuniary inability, are 
deprived*of the opportunity of acquiring 
knowledge, it is shown that the people of 
Massachusetts are determined that nothing 
short of positive mental incapacity to receive 
instruction shall, so far as they can furnish 
the means, prevent any class of the children of 
the Commonwealth from enjoying the means 
of education. 


EDUCATION, 


This subject (education) should be ever 
present with the people of the Commonwealth, 
and with their Legislature. Neither can ne- 
giect it without bringing a just reproach upon 
themselves, and doing injustice to the rising 
generation, 

In the order of Providence, to each succeed- 
ing generation of men is committed the educa- 
tion of the children. This isa high and sa- 
cred duty. No generatiun can perform it but 
once. It cannot be omitted without guilt, 

Among the ancient Spartans, an old man 
who had neglected to instruct his sons in some 
useful employment, was not entitled to receive 
the respect of the young men of the State 
when he came into their public assemblies, 
Standing among them with his head covered 
with grey heir, noone was bound to rise and 
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give himaseat Inthe nineteenth century of ; 
the Christian era, what demonstration o re-| 
proach wonld bs too emphatic and withering | 
for the young men of Massachusetts to make ; 
towards an old man, who, as one of her leg-; 
islators, had neglected to provide for them the 
means of instruction in the days of their in- 
fancy and childhood? Our predecessors have 
not incurred the penalty of such a reproach. 
Colleges, academies, and common schools, 
have been cherished and nurtured by them 
froin the earliest period of our history. In this 
respect Massacbusetts has always held a re- 


bors and with her sister States. Though she 
has been mindful of her duty in this matter, 
much remains to be done. Her whole duty 
will not be performed until every child within 
her limits shall he made to participate in the 
benefits, and enjoy the blessings of at least a 
common school education. ‘he number of 
indigent foreigners who annually come among 
us with their families demand our special at- 
tention. It gives me pleasure to say, that ev- 
ery year furnishes evidence that our system 
of education is more and more diffusing its 
benefits, and advancing towards the object so 
much to be desired. 

No tax could he imposed, and in no mauner 
could so much money be expended in which 
every class of people would share so equally 
in its benefits. The poor receive the priceless 
treasure of instruction and knowledge, which, 
in their misfortune, they have not the means 
of acquiring. The rich are amply repaid for 
all they expend in the protection which the 
education of the poor secures to them against 
the depredations of ignorance and crime. It} 
is the best insurance on property at the low-/|! 
est premium, It is the surest guaranty for the 
safety and morals of a communfty that can be 
effected. Whilst it saves the expenses of poor 
houses, jails, and penitentiaries, it does what 
is infinitely more important. It rescues those 
unfertunate beings who would otherwise have 
been the inmates of those wretched abodes ot 
fallen and suffering humanity, and elevates 
them to the true condition of moral, intellectu- 
al and immortal. beings. .. That legislation, 
or that people which shall do the most to 
advance this cause of civilization, patriotism, 
and Christianity, may expect, what is far more 
desirable than the loudest and longest ap- 
plause that ever burst from an excitec 
tude, the blessing of God, and the blessing of 
the poor. 








Trial of Albert J. Tirrell for Arson, 


The trial of this unhappy young man for 
Arson, a capital crime in this State, com- 
menced in this city on Monday, the 11th inst. 
Present, Chief Justice Shaw, and judges Wild 
and Dewey. Counsel for the Prisoner, Hon. 
Rufus Choate, and Messrs. Annis and James ‘ 


B. Merrill. There was some difficulty in ob-} g, piummer, D. D., on the part of a numbor of 


taining a jury: ~Several had conscientious | < 
scruples, and therefore could not serve. The] q 
following persons were finally chosen to sit! ¢ 
as jury-men on the case, viz: William Mun- 
roe, foreman; James W. Baldwin, Joseph 
W. Wilbur, Nathaniel Budd, Presbury Cof- 


fin, Jonathan Copeland, Charles Dupce, Jas- significant superscription of a letter from our city, 
Joseph B. | went to the Utica post office, and was promptly for- 
warded according to the desire of the writer: 


Frost, jr., Jacob Hall, jr., Bela Marsh. 

Mest of the Wituess °s brought upon the; I 
stand were the same that testified on the trial 
of the prisoner for murder, and their testimo- 
ny was substantially the same. Dr. Wooo- 
warp, late ofthe Lunatic Asylum, at Wor- 
cester, was present nearly all the time of the 
trial. When called upon the stand to give 
legal medical testimony in relation to the 
question of somnambulism, he gave many in- 
teresting facts respecting the doings of per- 
sous while in this state. We have not room 
fur them here. He said, ‘ Provided the wit- 
nesses have testified truly, J should think that 
the prisoner has been addicted to sleep-walk- 
ing, and two or three insta:ces I should think 
were somnambulism. 

Dr. Water Cuannine said, ‘I have 
heard the testimony, and presuming the evi- 
dence true, I havewnot the least doubt of his 
being a somnambulist ; I should not be sur- 
prised if the next incident of his somnambu- 
lism should be an aggravated one; supposing 
he was in a sommambulic state and a suicide 
committed, he would avail himself of ordi- 
nary means.’ 

At the time our paper went to press, the 
case had not gone to the jury. I think he 
will not be convicted of the arson, but, should 
he be acquitted, he will then be tried for 
adultery, and for that crime, he will doubt- 
less be sent to the State Preson for a term of 
ycars.—J. M, 8. 
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Criminal Statistics of Boston, I 
We learn by the Post, that in the Police 


less than 608 males and 40 females (in all 648) | 
were brought up and fined for simple drunken- 
ness, ‘The average expense of these prosecu- 
tions was $6 50 each, making an aggregate of 
$3564, 

Common drunkards brought up, 615—378 
males, and 237 females. The expenses of 
trial, custody, &c., apart from maintenance in 


#5 each, making an aggregate of $3075. 
Total number of both classes of prosecutions 
for drunkenness, 1263; expenses of arrest and 
tial, $6639. 





It appears then that the citizens of Boston | nounced his determination not to accept the degree 
aid last year siz thousand six hundred and} of D. D., offered to hin by the London University: 


years of age, and a native of Boston. The 


and he was married in September, 1845. We 
shall give the result of the trial in our next. 


The Fifteenth Annual Meeting of this Society will 
be held in Boston, Jan. 27, and will probably con 
tinue in session three days. 
awaken a lively interest, and the approaching meet- 


sors in this particular. 


tion of the Norfolk county Washingtonians will be 
held at the Uniturian Church in Sharon, on Friday, 
January 22, commencing at 6 o’clock. 
speakers will address the meeting. 


conccrned, may be found at friend Wright's, 56 
Union st. 
multi- | tomers. 

bargain. 


Barnes is a volunteer in Captain Naylor’s company, 
from Philadelphia, at Pittsburgh, en route for Mex- 
ico. 


ministers of the gospel, has been finally decided by 
the General Court against the legality of the tax. * 


The name, the address, (’tis easily seen,) 


The city of Utica it cannot go by 

Unless overlooked by Postmaster Danby, 

Who, when he reads it and knows what it says, 
Will send to New Hartford, to Postmaster Shaye, 
Who will scan it, and not let it fly on, 

But deliver immediately to Mary Ann Lyon. 


joint resolution, closing the refectories (rummeries) 
in the basement of the Capitol, unless their occu- 
pants cease from the sale of intoxicating liquors 
This resolution was adopted, and we trust will be 
thoroughly enforced, aud those subterranean nuis- 


disgraceful broils on the floor of Congress. 


North Malden, held on Monday evening, says the 
Transeript, which was numerously attended, it was 
decided unanimously to take measures to procure an 
immediate separation of the town of Malden, and to 


town under the name of Melrose. 


ly approaching its completion as far as South Dan- 
vers, says tho Danvers Courier, but little progress 
seems to be made on that part of the road from 
this village to North Danvers. At the entrance of 


gaged in removing the wall by which the connex- 


ion may be made with the Eastern Ruilroad. 


asa candidate for Prestdent in 1848. 


of New-York will be about 12,000 this year. 
1844 in was 16,000. 


by which it appears that the city has now 62,600 
white inhabitants, and 2128 colored. 


very superior manner, are in cinculation in New 
York. 


been more deserters from our army of 10,000 men 
the past year, than from the French army of 
300,000. 


thirty-nine dollars for prosecuting drunkards. 
Is this a good expenditure of money? Is it 
certain that this six or seven thousand dollars 
has essentially aided those poor drunkards, or. 
benefited the community? Why could not 
some arrangement be made so that these men 
could be carried to the Washingtonian Hall, 
instead of the Police Court? We wish our 
readers to think on this subject. We are 
persuaded that there is a more excellent way 
of treating the poor inebriate than to carry 
him to the Police Court.—s. ™. s 





Trrat or Carvin Russ, ror THE Murper 
or.H1s Wire, 1n New-Yorx. We have not 
yet learned the result of this trial. The plea 
was insanity. The court had been occupied 
for eight days. The prisonet is thirty-one 


murder was conunitted Sept. 9th, in New- 
York. His wife’s name was Eliza Rainhart, 





Massacnusettrs Anri-SLaveERY Sociery. 


These occasions always 


ng, it is expected, will exceed any of its predeces- 





A Social Conven- 


TEMPERANCE MEETING. 


Several 








CLorHinG EsrasiLisHMENT. One of the best 
nthe city, at least so far as prices and quality are 


Its attractions are drawing troops of cus- 
Call immediately, if you would secure a 
See his advertisement. 








VARIETY. 





A Reverend Volunteer.—The Rev. W. H. T. 


Tax on Ministers, The case which was 
arried into the courts of Virginia, by the Rev. Wai, 


lergymen of Richmond, and which involved the 
uestion, whether under the Constitution and the 
xisting laws, a tax can: be levied on the salaries of 


More Post-Orrice Lyrics. The following 


make this request to Postmaster Green, 
Please deliver this package in order; 


Mark it ‘ Western,’ ’twill go o’er the border. 


Temperance 1x Concress. Mr. Hamblin, 
f Maine, in the House of Representatives, offered a 


nees be atonce abated. We shall then have fewer 


Me.rose. Ata’ meeting of the legal voters of 


et that part of [sland Hill incorporated into a new 


Essex RatLroap. This undertaking is rapid- 


he tunnel in Salem, the workmen are busily en- 


PresipENT IN 1848, The Cayuga Tocsin has 
soisted the name of Srras WriGur at its head, 


It is stated that the abolition vote in the Stte 
In 


A census of Cincinnati was’ taken last month, 


Counterfeit American half dollars, made in a 


It is stated on good authority, that there have 


The Rev. John Ange! Janes has publicly an 


king off a hand while the patient was under the 
influence of sulphuri: ether. 

James Fields, found guilty of the murder of his 
own mother, was hung at Leavenworth, Indiana, in 
the presence of about two thousand spectators, male 
and female. On the first attempt to hang him, the 
rope give way, and he fell to the ground. 


The referees in the case of Sylvanus Walker, in- 
jared by a collision on the Western Railroad iu 
Palmer, in August, have awarded $1700 damage. 


Here is an item of sound philosophy : 


‘ Whe seeks to please all men each way, 
And not himself offend, 
He may begin his work to-day, 

But God knows where he ’Il end.’ 


— —-- 


Donations in Aid of the Cause, 








Daniel Lawrenee, Medford, $5 00 

Sarah Preston, e 10 00 

J. Brooks, os 0e 
“ ss Glass 


Mrs. Andrew Blanchard, “ 

Paul Curtis, - 

Dr. Bemis, e 

Henry Withington, “ 

Moses EF. Knox, 4 

Ruth Tidd, 

H. Porter, 

A Friend, 

Rev. Caleb Stetson, 

Dr. Swan, 

Heury A. Page, 

Timothy Cotting, 

Boal. Courtney, 

A Friend, 

A. L. Buruham, 

Ww». Burnham, 

Jacob Burnha:n 

Thomas Haskell, 

Wm. McKenzie, 

Sylvanus Harding 
o¢es Burnhum, 

Abner Burnham, jr., 


REFUGE OF VIOLENCE. 


* FOR HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT OF HI 
SANCTUARY} FROM MEAVEN DIP THE LORD BEHOLD THE 
EARTH, TOHEAR THE GKOANING OF THE PRISONER}; TO LOOSE 
THOSE THAT ARE APPOINTED TO DEATH-—- ible. 
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The Lowell Courier states that a surgical op:ra- 
tion was performed receut'y in that city, in ta- 





PROSPECTUS FOR 1847. 


ENLARGEMENT and GREAT IM- 
PROVEMENTS. 


PRISONER’S FRIEND: 
PuBtisHeD Every WEDNESDAY, 
At 40 Cornhill, Boston, 
At $1,50 per annum ; $1,00 for eight months. 


the present year with great improvements and ad- 
ditions. 

Every effort will be made to make it rank with 
tke leading journals of the day, and every way 
worthy of the beautiful title which it bears. Every 
seutiment of an immoral tendency willbe excluded, 
so that it wi!l be rendered 


AN ACCEPTABLE FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 
To render the articles attractive, it is intend- 
ed to present occasionally 


APPROPRIATE ENGRAVINGS. 
As we are opening a correspondence abroad, we 
shall present many valuable articles from 


THE BEST FOREIGN WRITERS. . 
To render the periodical stil! more interesting, 
we shall present 


THE NEWS OF THE WEEK. 
Such is a sketch of our general plan. How many 
of our old friends will continue their support, we 
know not. We hope not to miss a single name. 
On the contrary, will you not rather induce others 
to join with you? The prisoner cannot aid us, O° 
course our enemies will not. To you, therefore, 
we look for aid in carrying forward, to its final con- 
summation, this great and benevolent movement 
We ask you to circulate this among your friends, 
tind forward to us such sums as you may receive, 











either as subscriptions to the piper, or donations 
to the cause, Shall not the PraisoneR’s Frienp 
find a generous support? -If you do no more, send 
75 cents for six mouths of the new volume, which 
commences with the year 1847. 

Now is just the time to subscribe. The subject 
of Capital Punishinsnt will be discussed in Lyceums, 
Halls of Legislation, and, probably, in the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

It is confidently believed, that no persons here 
have equal facilities for conducting a periodical ot 
this character. 

Conrrisurors :—Thomas C. Upham, Pro- 
fessor of Mental and Moral Philosophy, in Bow- 
doin College, Me., Walter Channing, M. D., Cha’s 
Sumner, Esq., 8S. G. Howe, Secretary of the Mas- 
sachusetts Asylum for the Blind. 

Address C. & J. M. Spear, 40 Cornhill, Bos- 
ton, where may be found also a variety of Books, 














A Request. Officers of State, Inspectors or 
Wardens of Penitentiaries, Keepers of Juils, Super- 














UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH! 


VERMONT! Evcene Currrorn, for 
murder of his wife and child; time of ex- 
ecution any day. 

MAINE! Tuomas Tuoern. for murdos 
now confined at hard labor in the State Prison 
time of execution any day. 


NEW-YORK! Titer, for the murder of 
John Covert at Whitehall. Time of exe 
cution not known. 
Grant, a colored man, at Bath, Stuben 
County. ‘Time of execution on Jan. 18,1846 
Writuiam Freeman, for the murder ot 
the Van Nest family, near Auburn, 


VIRGINIA! Hunter Hrivr, for the mur- 
der of Major Smith, at Norfolk. Respited 
till 7th of February, 1847. 

ARKANSAS! Martin, for the murder of 
his sister-in-law; time of execution unknown. 


iLLINOIS! 
the murder of Simon Davis. 
tion not fixed. 


MARYLAND! 
fur engaging in an insurrection; time of 
execution unknown. 

JosepH ALEXANDER, at Baltimore. Time 
of execution 2d Friday in February, . 


PENNSYLVANIA! 
at Philadelphia. Time of execution 
known. 

Brivcet Harman, at Philadelphia. 
of execution not known. 

GEORGIA! Crank Warson, a slave, 
fer burglary. Time of execution not known. 

WISCONSIN ! Davin Bownam has beer 
sentenced to death for the murder of Henry 
Keene. ‘Time of Execution not known. 


MASSACHUSETTS ! Lesanver THuomr- 
sox, now confined in Worcester Jail; con- 
victed or Arson,—time of execution not fixed. 





Atoxzo Pennineton, for 
Time of exe- 


Wa. Wure cer, a slave, 


Cuartes Mosier, 
not 


Time 


OHIO! Rosert Row ann, for murder of 
Francis Barker at Marshfield. Execution 
March 10th, 1848, 





MARRIED, 
. In this city, Jan. 10, Mr. Richard W. Trask to 
Miss Martha P. Seavey, both of Boston. 

In Quincy, Dec. 31, Mr. John Waldron, of Dor- 
chestér, to Mre. Harriet Eliza Marsh, of Quincy. 


——— 








DIED, 


In this eity, Jan. 10, Mrs. Clarisaa Skerry, aged 
55 years, 
In Hiamanyille, Oswego Co., Dec, 10, Austin 
Smith, 93, a soldier of the Revolution. 
In Newport, (R. I.) January 5, Comfort Overing, | 








in her 96th year. 


| their respective publications. All sach favors will be 





intendants of Insane Asylums, Police Magistrates, 
and others who may have documents relating to 
prison discipline, insanity, pauperism, &c., will con- 
fer a great favor on us by forwarding copies of 


gratefully acknowledged and cheerfully reciprocated. 


NOTICE. 

The Society in Aid of Discharged Convicts, has 
established its office at No. 23 Court Street, in the 
Room of the General Agent, W. W. Wilson, Fsq. 
Mechanics and others, who may be desirous to em- 
Ploy the mechanics above referred to, are tequested 
to call as above, where al! necessary information 
will be cheerfully afforded. 

C. SPEAR, Secretary. 


EMPLOYMENT FOR DISCHARGED 
OFFENDERS. 
A man wants e:nployment as a Baker. 
A man wants employment asa Painter or Paper- 
Stainer. 
A man wishes to work on a farm, or “get employ- 
ment in other business. 


STANDING NOTICE. 
23> We occasionally send a number of the 
Prisoner’s Friend’ to persons who have not sub 
scribed for the same; and we do so, that they may 
have the opportunity of seeing what the paper is, 
and in the hope that some of them will be induced 
to take it. 











TRANSIENT BOARDING. 
Persons often visit Boston to spend a few days who 


do not like to go to a Tavern. Especially is this 
true of Ladies. . Should ‘such be disposed to call 


at my house, No. 30 London Street, I can accom- 
modate them. My house is in the South part of the 
city, within ten minutes walk of the Old-Colony, 
Worcester, P.ovidence, and New-Bedford Depots. 
J. M. SPEAR. 


NOTICE. 
The subscriber would be glad to accommodate 


transient persons with board. 
CHARLES SPEAR, 
24 London-Street. 


EE SS ES 
NEW ENGLAND 
SECOND HAND 


CLOTHING STORE, 


56 Union-street, BOSTON, 
JOHN WRIGHT 
Keeps constantly on hand a good assortment of 
NEW AND SECOND-HAND CLOTHING. 
Goods of all kinds taken in exchange for 
New Clothing, such as Old Clothes, W. I. Goods, 
Watches, Boots and Shoes, &c. 
*.* Cash advanced on all kinds of Goods, from $1 
up to $100 


VAPOR BATHS, &C. 


V. BADGER & CO , No. 175 Tremont Street, 

« opposite the Tremont House, manufacture and 

have constantly for sale Bates’ Patent Chamber 

Shower Baths. : 

Also—Vapor Baths and Bathing Apparatus of all 

kinds—Britannia Ware, of superior finish and Jatest 
fashion—fine Tin Ware, &c. &c. 

Jan. 6, 1847. 




















A new volume of this paper commences with | 





BOOKS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


‘ ETC, 
| AVING opened an office (40 Cornhill) we ca: 
4 now meet the wants of our friends in regar« 
to workson Capital Punishment. .We have a fev 
pamphets and larger works for sale, some of whic: 
dre from England. Should the friends of the cause 
' extend to us some little encouragement im this way, 


. We could afford to print a variety of tracts The fol- 
| lowing is a list : 


Fssays on Capital Punishment. By Charles 
- Spear, - © €2 
Irremediability of Capital Punishment, @ 04 
Thoughts. on the Death Penalty. By Charles’ 
C. Burleigh, ry @ 
A Report on the Punishment of Death, made to 
-the Legislature of the State of New-York. 
By John L.O’Sullivan. 1841, F 0 7 
Three Discourses on Capital Punishment. By 
E. H. Chapin. 1843, 12 
Cannibalism, the crime prohibited by | Whoso 
sheddeth,’ &e. 0 04 
Letters on the Death-Penalty, addressed to his 
Excellency Gov. Briggs, and the Members 
of the Massachusetts Legislature - © 06 
Reform of the Criminal, by O. W. Bacon 0 06 
Cupital Punishments unsanctioned by the Gos- 
pel. By Henry Christmas, M. A., F. R. 
S., F. 8. A., St. John’s College, Cam- 
bridge, 6 66 
MISCES LANEOUS. 


In addition te those on Capital Punishment, 
&c., the following, among other works, are for 
sale at the oflice of the Prisoner’s Friend: 

tt} The following may be sent by mail:— 
Lutters on Clairvoyance, by the celebrated Jack- 


son Davis, '. 025 
Theodore Parker’s Sermon on War, per doz. 0 62 
single, 0 

Facts and Important Information for Young 
Men, ; 0 12 

Do. -@ do. for Young Wo- 
men, 0 12 


Slaveholding and the Slavehclder’s Religion, © 12 


Christian Non-Resistance By Adin Ballou. © $7 
A New System ot Penmanship, 0 25 

Do. 0. 0 42 
Beauties of Penmanship, ,o 
Water Cure for Debilitated Young Men, 0 20 
Phonographic Class Beok, 0 37 
Reading Lessons in do. 0 25 
Dymond on War, @ 15 
Reign of Peace, 0 le 


Farness’s Sermon at the Installation of Rev 
J 'T Sargeant, 
Clarke’s Sermon on the Principles and the 
Character of the Disciples, 
Channing on Slavery, 
Green’s Exposure of Gambling, 
Do. Gambler’s Mirror, 
Philosophy of the Water Cure, 
Hund-Book of Hydropathy, 
Facts in Hydropathy, 
Last Report of the N. York Prison Association 
Elements of Animal Magnetism, 
Power of Kindness, 
Liberty Cap, 
Fowler on Temperance, 


_ 


ecoceseocoecscs © 
“SSSSesSaSRsiss 8 


Do. on Matriniony, 

Do. on Tight Lacing, 

Do. on Memory ol Intellectual Improvement, 
Narrative of Frederick Douglass, 0 25 
Synopsis of Phrenology, 0 12 
Pictorial Alphabet,and otherWorks for children,O 12 
Advice to the Married and Single, 0 12 
Prisoner’s Lament, by E. W. Locke. (Set to 

Music, ) 0 10 
Spooner on Poverty. 0 25 
Suggestions to Lovers and the Married, 0 25 


Engravings of W. L. Garrison, Aby K, Fos- 
ter, Daniel O’Connell, Father Mathew, 


Ses 0 50 012 037 
Phrenological Guide, 0 12 
Do. Almanack, 0 06 


Parker’s Sermon in regard to Criminals, Poor 


_ Children, Rum Sellers, &c., per doz. 
 62c., sing . 0 60 
Sermon on the , Sar. Life, by Theodore Par- 
ker, 012 
Conn of the Laboring Population of New- 
ork, 
by John H. Griscom, M. D., 12 1-2 
Fountain Minstrel, 012 


Opinions of Luther, Calvin and Malancthon 
on the Sabbath, 012 


j-FThe following may also be sent by mail 
by removing the covers. 


Titles of Jesus. By Charles Spear. 16th edition 1 00 


History of Women, by Mrs, Child, 1 06 
Biography of Good Wives, 0 68 
Causes of the Decline of Manhood, 0 45 
A Condensed and Popular View ef the 
Evidences of Christianity, 0 62 
Foster’s Book-Keeping, _ 1 Oe 
House T Live in, by Dr. Alcott, 0 50 
Young Husband, ” @ 75 
Young Wife, “6 © 75 
Young Mother, es 0 75 


Graham’s Letters to Young Men on Chastity, 0 50 


Life of Faith, by Prof. 8. C. Upham, 1 00 

Interior Life, by do. 1 00 

Practice of Holiness, by do. @ 37 

Mackintosh’s Electrical Theory, 1 00 

Combe’s Physiology, 0 75 

Do. Phrenology, © 50 
Do. on the Constitution of Man, 0 50 
Do. on Diet, 0 50 
Memoic of Howard, 0 50 
Do. of Wilberforce, @ 25 
Do. of Jonathan Walker, 0 37 

Upham’s Manual of Peace, 0 31 

Fowler’s Phrenology, 1 00 

Fowler on the Church and Religion, 0 50 

Acts of the Elders. 0 50 

Consumption Prevented, 0 37 

Sweethearts and Wives, by T. 8. Arthur, 0 37 

Lovers and Husbands, “ , 0 37 

JUST RECEIVED, 

An important work on the authority of thef 
Scriptures. by Jounw Prince, being a 
course of Lectures in elucidation of the 
origin of the several works composing our 
present Bible, 1 00 

Vegetable Diet, by Dr. Alcott, i ,0 75 

Dr. Sweetser, on Dyspepsia and Digestion, 1 00 

‘ Mother’s Medical Guide, by Dr. Alcott, 0 62 

Voice of Solomon, se qs 0 40 

Young Housekeeper, o eq 6 75 

Young Men’s Guide, 8, * 0 7% 

Yoang Women’s Guide, “ a 0 75 

Fact and Fiction, by Mrs. Child, 0 75 

Flowers for Children, by ‘* 0 37 


Conditition of the Laboring Population of New] 
York, by Dr. Griscom, 

Infant ‘Treatment, by Mrs. Barnwell, with the 
approval of Dr. Valentine Mott, of N. York, 0 25 

The Boston Almanac for 1847, 0 25 

The Church as it was, agit is, and as. it might be. 
By Parker Pillshery. _ oO 
Also, a general assortment of School Books of 


most kinds in use. 


So 
-_ 
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POUT RY. 





From Douglas Jerrold’s Magazine. 
BREAD AND BRAIN. 
Where the iron of our lives 
Is wrought out in fire and smoke, 
There the mighty Vulcan strives; 
Hot the furnace, hard the stroke: 
There the windy bellows blow, 
There the sparks in millions glow, 
There, on anvil of the world, 
: Is the clanging hammer hurl’d. 
Hard the Jabor! small the gain 
Is, in making bread from brain. 





Where that nameless stone is raised, 

Where the patriot’s bones were placed, 
Lived he—little loved and praised ; 

Died he—little mourned and graced: 
There he sleeps who knew no rest, 
There unblest by those he blest; 

Here he starved while sowing seed, 
Where he starved the worms now feed. 
Hard the labor! small the gain 
Is, in making bread from brain. 


In that chamber, lone and drear, 
Si:s a poet, writing flowers. 
Bringing Heaven to earth more nears 


In the making bread from brain. 





A DIRGE FOR THE BEAUTIFUL. 
BY D. ELLEN CODMAN. 
Softly, peacefully, 
Lay her to rest; 
Place the turf lightly 
On her young breast ; 


PEACE DEPARTMEN?. | 


And yet so blinded are we to the enormi- 


_ ties of war, that while the loss of life by fatal 


©; GOOD WILL TO MEN. | 
OF Pon a tee ee ao ¥ _casualty spreads sadness and gloom all around 








‘Shall the Sword devour forever !’ 


and is made the theme of solemn admonition 
and. warning in our churches, the news of a 


This is the title of a sermon delivered by |‘glorious vietory,’ in which a thousand men 
Wm. P. Tilden of Concord, N. H. It was haye been killed and wounded—deliberately 


suggested, we learn, by the death of Lieut. 
“dmund Eastman, of the United States ar- 
my, who died at Camargo, October 26th, 
1846, Itis an excellent discourse. The au- 








thor wisely improves the occasion to show 

















the evils of war. We give an extract. It is 
peculiarly appropriate to our peace depart- 
ment. - 

‘ How the sad news of the recent disaster 
on the Sound made the heart of the commu- 
nity vibrate with painful sympathy. It was 
indeed a distressing calamity—but O what 
was it in comparison with a single battle! 
Suffering and death were indeed there, but 
how different from the suffering and death of 
the battle field, where malignant passions 
rage, and each is seeking the heart’s blood of 
his antagonist. 

Turn your thoughts for a moment from the 
heart-sickening scenes of Monterey and Ta- 


ly Father, and calmly await the trial hour. 


Kindest words of encouragement are spoken |- 


—wotds of hope, immortal hope that look 
beyond the frowning reef and the dashing 
wave to where the storm blast never comes. 
What disinterested love is manifested. The 
gallant commander thinks not of himself but 


shot down and eut down in mangled heaps, 
by man’s own hand, by order of the govern- 
ment, not only fails to shock the community 
by its awfulness, but is absolutely hailed with 
rejoicing—celebrated as a brave achievement, 
an act of Christian heroism, for which thanks- 
giving should be offered in the churches.’ 


fere in the matter, and the lady therefore determined 
toinform the proprietor herse'f. Accordingly she 
addressed a letter to him, stating the facta in the 
ease, and begging him to, put an end to such inhu- 
inan acts. Immediately upon receiving her com- 


munication, he proceeded to investigate th2 matter, | 


and finding the statement of the lady to be corrgct 
(to his credit be it said,) he at once discharged the 
hostler, and appointed in his stead a more suitable 
person. 

Such was the reward, in a single case, of individ- 
ual action. Let others consider the matter, and 
go and do likewise.’ 

Yours, in the bonds of sympathy, 
P. H. SWEETSER. 











TREATMENT OF ANTMAILS. 


‘I would not enter on my list of friends, 
(Though gracedwithpolished manners and firm sense, 
Yet wantine sensibility,) the man ‘ 
Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm.’— Cowper. 











A New Department. 

We have thought, for some time, of presenting 
occasionally an article on the Proper Treatment of 
Animals. We are pained every day by the horrid 
manner of treating the horses of our crowded city. 
In England, we find there is an organization for the 


pleasure lay it before our readers:— 
CHARLEstown, Jan. 12, 1846. 
Br. J. M. Spear: 


I was happy to learn from you, ina recent con- 
versation, that a portion of your valuable paper 
will, in fature, be devoted to the well-being of the 
brute creation—partic@larly to the treatment of that 
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THE CHULIYS FRIEND. 














tle girl.’ 

* Your age?’ 

‘ Thirteen.’ ‘ 

‘ And what do you want?’ 

‘I. gome to claim Lucille.’ 

‘ But have you the means of providing for 
her? 

‘Yesterday I had not, but now I have. 


JUST RECEIVED, 
And for sale at the Office of the Prisoner’sFriend, 


THE Rationale of Crime, with Observations by 
Mrs. Farnbam, Matron of Sing Sing Prison, 0 50 


NOTICE, 
D*: T. TAYLOR would respectfully inform 
the sick that he still continues to attend for the 
treatment of the various diseases of the Chest, Lungs, 
Liver, Stomach, and Chronic Derangements of 
every kind, according to-the Magnetic and Botanic 

systems of practice, at his office, 
NO. 3. HANOVER STREET, ( Up Stairs, ) 
BOSTON. His method of treating chronic diseases 
in some respects is comparatively new ; and al- 
though acknowledged by the medical fueulty gen- 
erally, to be highly useful, yet they have not suf- 
ficient leisure to adopt it. It has thus fur been very 
successful. Out of ubout 1200 cases treated by 
Dr. 'T’. during the Inst two years, but eight or ten 
deaths have come to his Sinevlalgs. Terms so mod- 
erate as to bring his practice wishin the reach of the 


poorest. 





No Charge made for Advice. 


Galvanism and Electricity applied to patients at 
any timé from 8, A. M. to 3, P. MM. 

atients who wis. can have a MESMERIC EX- 
AMINATION of their case, by a first rate Cloir- 
voyant, without any charge except for medicines. 
Such examinations, however, can only be given be- 
tween the hours of 10 and 12, A. M., and half past 
2 and half past 4 P. M. 

Professional cal!s attended to by day or night, in 
the city or vicinity. Office, No. 8 Hanover Street. 
Residence, 58 Nashua Street. 

Magnetic and Botanic MeJicines for sale; also 
— Apparatus for medical use. 











ince House Court. 

Jan. 6, 1847. fi 
TEETH EXTRACTED WItHOUT 
PAIN. 
pD* MANLEY, Dentist, No. 238 Washington 

st., a few doors South of Summer st., Ex- 
racts teeth and performs al! other Dental Surgical 
operations without producing pain. In order to do 
‘this, the patient is required to in hale no Gas, 


























Raining thoughts in dewy showers. , va | 
While he sings of nectar rare, basco, to the steamer Atlantic as she is driven purpose of bettering the ecndition of animals. It is anuary 6, 1847. PRI] 
Only is the ink-bowl there ; slowly but surely towards that fatal point | called the * Royal Society for the Prevention ol Cra- TILDEN & GANE, s 
Of feasts of gods he chants—high trust, where she was dashed in peices, and some jelty to Animals.’ Only office, No. 12, Pall Mail. Brother aud Sister. BOOK-BINDER 
Ades cate Win tasuldy értet. fifty fellow-beings found a watery grave. Before us lies a printed sheet, entitled, ‘On the A French paper says that Lucille Romee, a “ s ’ At 

y 1 : 27 1h . ‘ (Over B. B. Musseys’s Book-st HP T 

Hard the labor! small the gain ” Mark the contrast, the moral contrast, be-}€ruelty and Uselessness of the Bearing-Rein in| pretty little girl, with blue eyes, and fair hair, - 2. ys’ s ore,) iP 1 

g y N noum, i 

Is, in making bread from brain. tween the casualty and the battle. Tne ship- | °’°rY description of Carriage.’ Several euts are | poorly but neatly clothed, was brought before ed si auidur eededi eke tla kate d if not | 
When the prophet’s : ice wrecked sufferers see and know the imminent |$'Y°" - ‘re horse without the bearing-rein and | the Court of Correction, under a charge of va- Eyl Mar cn pis reitenes = Bed ke. oy ras 

ha a a 4 ery one peril they are in. ‘The experienced eotmman-| *i#h it, showing conclusively the utter uselessness of grancy Blank Books R ; 4 ry Sede “at : Pa Ten 

outs the burthen of the world, x . rt ; , ‘ ooks Ruled an ound of any Pattern 
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